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TRIO Participant Writes to OPTIONS Students:

Enriching Your Education and Life
through Study Abroad
The intention of this article is to discuss and
encourage you to consider studying and
y name is Tang Lee. I am a senior interning abroad at some point in your years
at the University of Kansas and a of schooling. This article also discusses
KU TRIO member. I am majoring the life-changing experiences that I had in
in Global and International Studies, and
Chiang Mai, and the scholarships that are
minoring in Anthropology.
available to help you experience them, too.
Don’t miss out!
This past summer, I had the opportunity
to study and intern abroad in Chiang
The study abroad program that I participated
Mai, Thailand. After having lived in this
in was The Education Abroad Network
country for three months, I have to say
(TEAN). This program was very affordable,
that studying abroad was an exciting,
and offered many field trips that opened
life-changing experience. I participated in
my eyes to what Thailand has in store for
several activities, such as working at a Thai
many of its tourists and foreigners. In this
school and being a student at Chiang Mai
program, we even had the chance to visit
University, and traveled to several exquisite
an Elephant Nature Park, as well as several
places within Chiang Mai.
temples in Chiang Mai, and were able to
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OPTIONS Students
Sharing a Good Time at KU!

TRIO Retention Specialist LaTisha Davis
and OPTIONS participants attended the
BLack Violin performance at the Lied Center.
OPTIONS rocks!

OPTIONS participant Dante’ Walters camped to attend Late Night in the Phog, Students
had a great time!!
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hike up the mountains.

Here are some of my pictures:

Along with studying at the university, I also did an internship.
For my internship, I volunteered as an English teacher at Wat
Khuang Singha School. Wat Khuang Singh School is a primary
Thai school. I was there for seven weeks. The Thai students that I
taught English to, ranged from 6 to 12 years old. Nearly every day
I assisted the Thai teachers with teaching English, and one day a
week I taught on my own, which was a wonderful experience.
At first, my decision to study and intern abroad in the summer was
a tough decision. Personally, coming from a low-income family,
financing it was a huge problem for me. As a first-generation
college student, it has always been challenging for me pursuing my
academic studies, since my parents are not able to give me advice
or any financial support.
Initially, I did not have any plans to study or intern abroad. It was
not a part of my life goals. However, my graduate friends and the
staff members from KU insisted that I should take advantage of
this opportunity, or I would regret it. They also said that studying
and interning abroad helps a person develop skills personally,
academically, and professionally. After my experiences in Thailand,
I truly believe in this. I can speak basic Thai and I have acquired
many teaching skills. Most importantly, I attained an in-depth
cultural understanding of the Thai culture and society.
I truly believe that having an international education will provide you
with many excellent benefits. Here are the reasons that you should
study abroad and intern abroad:
It offers the best way to learn a language.
It is less expensive (depending on your chosen country).
l
You can receive academic credit.
l
It provides you the opportunity to travel.
l
It allows you get to know another culture first-hand.
l
It will help you develop skills personally, academically, and
professionally.
l
It provides you an opportunity to make friends around the
world.
l
It will expand your world view, and help you develop a
cultural understanding of different societies.
l
It will broaden your employment opportunities.
If one of your life goals is to achieve an international education
or an internship abroad, the scholarships that I received may be
available to you as well as a member of TRIO, and include the
Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarships, Freeman East
Asia Internship Scholarship, and the KU Office of Study Abroad
Merit and General Financial Need Scholarship. Although these
scholarships do require some of your time outside of school, I
guarantee that your hard work will be rewarding!
l
l

Hope everyone is having a great semester and I hope you will add
this wonderful opportunity to your future plans. Don’t hesitate to ask
your advisor or visit KU Office of Study Abroad for assistance!
Khob Khun Ka!
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Celebrate Homecoming
with TRIO Supportive Educational Services !

Stay Connected!
Do you want to see OPTIONS pics?

/KUTRIOSES

Do you want to stay in the loop, ask questions, and get answers?
Request to be added to the Facebook group by going here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/784762484976676/ or search KU OPTIONS 2015 on Facebook.

Do you want to share your news with your OPTIONS Friends?
Send your picture to Maritza: mmachado@ku.edu
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